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3 Virginia Outdoors Foundation conservation easements allow industrial fracking for oil and 
gas in the most environmentally sensitive stretch of the Rappahannock River, right across 
from the Rappahannock River National Wildlife Refuge, right on the Captain John Smith 
Chesapeake National Historic Trail. These 3 easements pose the greatest environmental 
threat to the Rappahannock River Corridor, and must be changed to prohibit fracking!  
     

     Hill Wellford Easement #1: Amended parents’ 1977 easement to allow Oil/Gas Extraction. 
 

     Hill Wellford Easement #2: Only easement in VA to allow Oil/Gas Drilling in Tidal Marsh. 
 

     Jimmy Wheat Easement: Allows 88 Oil Wells and 24 Gas Wells, Fracking Fluid Storage. 
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PROTECT the RAPPAHANNOCK ! 

VIRGINIA'OUTDOORS'FOUNDATION'ALLOWS''
OIL'&'GAS'EXPLORATION,'EXTRACTION,'DRILLING'AND'FRACKING''

IN'3'ESSEX'COUNTY'CONSERVATION'EASEMENTS'
!

VOF!permits!industrial!oil!and!gas!drilling,!exploration!and!extraction!in!about!5,000!acres!in!three!Essex!
County!conservation!easements!next!to!the!Rappahannock!River.!It!is!absolutely!astonishing!that!this!heavy!
industrial!use!is!allowed!in!the!most!pristine!stretch!of!any!major!tributary!to!the!Chesapeake!Bay.!!
!

Oil!and!gas!fracking,!drilling,!exploration!and!extraction!lowers!property!values!and!threatens!oysters,!fish,!
crabs,!bald!eagles,!ducks,!geese,!the!Rappahannock!River!National!Wildlife!Refuge,!Audubon’s!Important!Bird!
Area,!the!Captain!John!Smith!Chesapeake!National!Historic!Trail,!and!the!entire!Chesapeake!Bay.!
!

Blandfield'Plantation'(owned'by'Jimmy'Wheat):!VOF!specifically!allows!88!oil!wells!and!24!gas!wells,!fracking!
fluid!storage,!and!the!right!to!expand!the!drilling!area!!Peter!Bance,!VOF!Trustee,!made!the!official!motion!to!
approve!88!oil!wells!and!24!gas!wells.!(Peter!Bance!is!also!President!of!the!Essex!County!Countryside!Alliance.)!
!

Kendale'Farm'(owned'by'Hill'Wellford):!VOF!amended!a!1977!conservation!easement:!!the!original!easement!
did!not!mention!oil!and!gas!at!all;!the!amendment!specifically!permits!oil!and!gas!exploration!and!extraction,!
perhaps!the!only!easement!in!Virginia!to!be!amended!to!add!oil!and!gas!exploration!and!extraction.!
!

Beverly'Marsh'(owned'by'Hill'Wellford):!VOF!specifically!allows!drilling!for!oil!and!gas!in!a!pristine!tidal!
marsh,!perhaps!the!only!easement!in!the!United!States!to!allow!oil!and!gas!drilling!!
!
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Dear Governor McAuliffe: 
 
3 Virginia Outdoors Foundation conservation easements allow fracking in the most 
environmentally sensitive stretch of the Rappahannock River - right across from 
the Rappahannock River National Wildlife Refuge! These 3 V.O.F. conservation 
easements are the biggest environmental threat to the Rappahannock River 
Corridor - and taxpayers foot the bill! 
  1) One easement allows 88 oil wells and 24 gas wells!  
  2) One easement allows oil and gas drilling in a tidal marsh! 
  3) One 1977 easement was amended to allow oil/gas extraction!  
 
V.O.F. and these landowners knew exactly what they were doing; their intent was 
clear. The simple fact is: no matter what anybody says,  
current and future owners can frack in these 3 easements.  
 
The simple common-sense solution is to amend the easements to prohibit 
fracking. Please ask Hill Wellford, Jimmy Wheat and V.O.F. to amend these 3 
easements to prohibit fracking. They will probably say “no” but it is worth a try.  
 
Conservationists don’t think industrial oil and gas drilling is conservation. Tea 
Partiers think it is a waste of taxes to give these rich landowners big tax credits. 
 
Thank you.               Don’t Frack the Rapp 
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stop oil and gas drilling off the
Commonwealth.

We’re organizing action teams, to host No Drilling House Parties,
help us get the word out at local events, distribute over 5,000 NO
DRILLING yard signs and bumper stickers, and much more. Sign
up TODAY to get involved!

 Sign Up Today

Put a Don’t Drill VA sign in your yard
today!
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Be the first of your friends to like this

Stop Seismic Blasts Light Action for World Oceans Day!

Virginia Beach Boardwalk @ King Neptune
32 people interested · 11 people going

Hands Across The Sand

Virginia shared Hampton
Roads Light Brigade's event

Come out for World Oceans Day and
help us in the fight for Big Blue!

6 June at 06:59

Hands Across The Sa...
1,745 likes

Like Page
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Please Mail To: 
 
The Honorable Terry McAuliffe 
Governor of Virginia 
P.O. Box 1475 
Richmond, VA 23218 
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PROTECT the RAPPAHANNOCK ! 
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